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Module 4
References

Discussed in this section:
• How to format the references section of your paper
• Review the most common reference forms
• Go over citing electronic sources

References

• Only include works that you have 
cited in the text in the references 
section of your paper.

• Alphabetize the list of references.

• If you have more than one entry by the same author 
list them by year of publication with the earliest year 
first.

• References by the same author (or by the 
same authors in the same order) with the 
same publication date are arranged 
alphabetically by the title (excluding A, An, or 
The) that follows the date.

• Lower case letters—a, b, c, and so on—are 
placed immediately after the year, within the 
parentheses:

Gardner, H. (2000a)….
Gardner, H. (2000b)….

• Use the date and letter when you cite 
these in the text of your paper.

Gardner (2000a) contends….

What if I have two entries by the same 
author in the same year?
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APA Reference Style: Periodical

• Journal

• Periodical:
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994). Title of article: Subtitle 

of article.  Title of Periodical, xx(x), xxx-xxx. doi:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

APA uses only initials
no first names, no middle 
names

The date follows directly 
after the author’s name

Not in Italics or quotes

First letter of the title, sub title, and proper 
nouns are capitalized

i.e. 
What we did last summer: My trip to Paris

In Italics using traditional title 
case

Child Development = journal
Child development = book

Volume number in 
italics

Issue number is not italicized No pp. to indicate page 
numbers

Citation Linker

http://sfx.hul.harvard.edu/citation/sfx_local

DOI in Articles
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Including a DOI in References

Bub, K. L., McCartney, K., & Willett, J. B. (2007). Behavior problem 
trajectories and first-grade cognitive ability and achievement 
skills: A latent growth curve analysis. Journal of Educational 
Psychology, 99(3), 653-670. doi:10.1037/0022-0663.99.3.653

APA Reference Style: Nonperiodical

• Book
• Nonperiodical:

Author, A. A. (1994). Title of work. Location: Publisher.

In Italics

First letter of the title, sub 
title, and proper nouns 
are capitalized

i.e., Cambridge, MA

Only include the name of 
the following cities:

•Baltimore
•Boston
•Chicago
•Los Angeles
•New York
•Philadelphia
•San Francisco

•Amsterdam
•Jerusalem
•London
•Milan
•Moscow
•Paris
•Rome
•Stockholm
•Tokyo
•Vienna

APA Reference Style: Part of a Nonperiodical

• Chapter in an edited book

• Part of a Nonperiodical:
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (1994). Title of chapter.  

In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of book, 
(pp. xxx-xxx). Location: Publisher.

Name of the chapter 
author or authors

Not in italics or quotes

Put the initial before 
the last name for the 
editor or editors

In Italics

First letter of title, subtitle, 
and proper nouns  are 
capitalized

Use pp. to indicate 
page numbers
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What if I found it online?

• Online Periodical [same as the format we recommend for citing print 
articles]:

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994). Title of article Title of 
Periodical, xx(x), xxx-xxx. doi:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

• Online Periodical [that you believe may be different from the print 
version or that is identical to the print version but has no DOI]:

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994). Title of article.  Title of 
Periodical, xx(x), xxx-xxx. Retrieved from source

• Example of a PDF of an article with no DOI:
Tivnan, T., & Hemphill, L. (2005). Comparing four literacy reform models in high-

poverty schools: Patterns of first-grade achievement. Elementary School Journal, 
105(5), 419-441.  Retrieved from http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/loi/esj

What if I found it online?

• Internet-only Journal:
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994, March 7). Title of article.  

Title of Periodical, xx, Article xxx. Retrieved from source

• Online Document:
Author, A. A. (1994). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year, from source

How do I cite a PowerPoint presentation from the web?

In the references section:

Gelbach, H. (n.d.). Reliability and validity: The bada and bing of your 
tailored survey design [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education MyGSE Web site: 
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/S_15val_rel.ppt

In Italics

First letter of title and 
subtitle are capitalized

In the text:

Gehlbach (n.d.)
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Module Complete

To access a handout of the slides, links presented in 
the tutorial, and additional resources, click on the 
resources button (located in the upper right corner of the screen).

Good luck with your papers!

Click below to complete a brief evaluation :
Poll for Harvard Affiliates

Poll for Non-Harvard Affiliates


