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The Literature Review: 

A Research Journey 

Definition & Purpose  

E-Lecture 

E-Lecture Features 

Make sure your computer audio is on. 

Notes = Full Transcript 
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Learning Objectives 

 Define what a literature review is 

 

 State the purposes of a literature review 

 

 Explain what “the literature” is and where 

to find it 

 

 Identify different kinds of literature reviews 

A literature review is an assessment of a body of 

research that addresses a research question. 
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Types of Literature Review Projects 

 Course assignment: 

research paper or proposal 

 

 Capstone project 

 

 Thesis or dissertation 

 

 Journal article 
 

 

 

 

Research Process 

Literature Review 

Understand an area of study  

Develop your own ideas 

Demonstrate knowledge 
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“What does the literature show us?” 

“Connect your ideas to the literature.” 

“Survey the literature on the topic.” 

…but what IS ‘the literature’? 

? ? ? 

The Literature 
a collection of all the  

scholarly writings on a topic  
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Books & Book Chapters 

Conventions 

Annual Meetings 

Conference proceedings 

Scholarly articles 

The Literature 
Dissertations 

 major works 

A C 

B 

Studies that 

respond to or build 

on the major works 

D 
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A 

B 

C 

D 

   Literature Review 

My ideas 

MY 

Types of Literature Reviews 

Selective Comprehensive 

Stand alone 

work 

Part of larger 

work e.g. Thesis/ 

dissertation 

e.g. Course 

assignment 

e.g. Introduction to a 

journal article 

e.g. Review article 
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Part of a 

research 

article Nock, 1995 

Edin & Kefalas, 2005 

Part of a  

research 

article 

Stand 

alone 

article 
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You’ve completed the Definition & Purpose E-Lecture! 

Question 

Search 

Manage 

Synthesize 

Write 

Ask a Librarian 

This work is a derivative of: 

“Literature Reviews: An Overview for Graduate Students” 

Tutorial by North Carolina State University Libraries 

http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/lit-review/ 

http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1852510&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1792549&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1792550&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1852281&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1852510&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://libguides.gse.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=215451&sid=1852498&preview=a3ca42c9336bb8705d00584f46ef5d86
http://asklib.gse.harvard.edu/q.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/lit-review/
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/lit-review/
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/lit-review/

