Abby: Area of a Carpet

Teacher:
All right, so do we all have our model?

Multiple Students:
Yes.

Teacher:
Okay, so now it’s asking you to find out how much carpet is going to fill in the inside of this area, so we’ve got to find the area of the rectangle by multiplying what?
Student:
Four and one-half.

Teacher:
Four times one-half, okay?  So you’re going to take four times one-half.  And then solve.  What is four times one-half?  
Student:
Would it be an improper fraction?  
Student:
[Inaudible].

Teacher:
And if you were to use your grid, your model, to show how it would help, we have one, two, three.  We’ve got a half.  One-half.  One-half.  One-half.  We’ve got one.  Two.  Three.  Four halves.  Four halves equals how many wholes?
Student:
Two.

Teacher:
Two wholes, right?  Because two goes into four, two times okay?  And I know that when I multiply across by – with a whole number, got to make sure I put a one underneath my whole number so that I will remember to multiply it straight across.  Top.  Top.  Bottom.  Bottom.  
Student:
There you go [inaudible].

Teacher:
Okay, help your neighbors.  Make sure that they all have everything.  
Student:
I did it while you guys were jabbering.  

Teacher:
Okay, come on.  Help your neighbors.  All right, so look at the next one.  “Mrs. Bennett is planting two flower beds.  The first flower bed is five meters long and six-fifths meters wide.  The second flower bed is five meters long and five-sixths meters wide.  How do the areas of these two flower beds compare?  Is the value of the area larger or smaller than five square meters?  Draw pictures to prove your answers.”  


So you have to draw both flower beds, right?  
Student:
[Inaudible].

Teacher:
So go ahead and draw both flower beds the same way that we did this first one, over here.  
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