Abby: Mixed Number Subtraction


Teacher:
So who wants to read it for me?  Does anybody want to read it?  Be brave and bold?  Read really loud?  Student I?
Student:
Is this Asanya?

Teacher:
I said Student I.  
Student:
No, [inaudible].
Teacher:
Yeah, that’s Asanya.
Student:
Oh.  “Asanya had two and one-thirds candy bars.  She promised her brother that she would give him half of the candy bar.  How much would she have left after she gives her brother the amount she promised?”

Teacher:
Okay, so she started out with how much of a candy bar?  

Multiple Students:
Two and one-third.

Teacher:
Two and one-thirds.  She promised her brother that she would give him half of a candy bar.  So is she giving him half of all of the candy bars?  Or is she just giving him half of one?

Multiple Students:
Half of one.

Teacher:
Half of one, so then we’ve got to figure out how much will she have left after she gives her brother the amount that she promised, all right?  So as I work this out I want you guys to work it out with me.  Follow along to make sure that we can get all of this together.  

So first, I’m going to write down two and one-third.  Okay, here’s my two and one-third.  She promised her brother that she would give him how much of the candy bar?  

Multiple Students:
One-half.

Teacher:
One-half.  What kind of a problem do you think this is?  

Multiple Students:
Subtraction.

Teacher:
What makes you think that it’s a subtraction problem?  Student R, what makes you think it’s subtraction?  
Student:
Because it says “How much will be left.”
Teacher:
Because it says, “How much will be left.”  Okay, so how much will she have left?  Those are your key words.  Making sure that we know how much will she have left after she gives her brother the amount that she promised?  

So I’m going to do two and one-third, minus one-half.  Here’s my minus sign.  And then I have my equals.  Making sure that I am writing clearly, and it’s all lined up so it’s not jumbled up,messed up, hard to see. Okay?  


And then what do I do?  What’s the next step in this?  What’s the next step in this, Student M?
Student:
Find a common denominator.
Teacher:
First I have to find a common denominator before I can do any kind of subtracting, 
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