Dee: Fourths and Quarters

Teacher:                      Now, we're going to stick with Student N's idea of money.  Right?  How many quarters are in a dollar?

 

Multiple Students:       Four.

 

Teacher:                      Four quarters in a dollar.  Oops. 

Student: 
It’s red.

Teacher:
Of course, of course it would be.  So I've got one quarter, one fourth, two quarters, two fourths, three quarters, three fourths, or four quarters, four fourths.  What do you know about those fractions, one fourth, two fourths, three fourths, four fourths?  Turn to your neighbor. 

 

[Students talk among themselves]

 

Teacher:                      Okay.  I heard several things.  I heard Student T and Student T both say they have the same denominator.  Then I heard Student T also say that the numerator is going up each time.  So if the numerator is going up each time, what's going on with the value of that fraction?

 

Student:
It’s one.

Student:
[Inaudible].
Teacher:
Say it again.

Student:                       One.

                                    

Teacher:                      Well, I'm adding more each time, increasing, going up, right?  What were you going to share, Student C?

 

Student:                       I was going to say it was adding one each time.

 

Teacher:                      My numerator is going up by one each time?  Yes. Let's go back to money.  How much—and I want you to talk to your neighbor.  How much do you--wait, let me ask my full question.  Let me tell you what you need to discuss, and then turn to your neighbor after I'm done telling you.  So I want you to discuss what you think one fourth is worth, in decimals, what do you think two fourths is worth, three fourths, and four fourths.  What do you think that's worth?  Turn to your neighbor.  

 

[Students talk among themselves]

 

Teacher:
Say it one more time.

Student:                       He says like 25, 

Teacher:
Yeah?

Student:
75, a dollar. 

 

Teacher:                      Ooh, what do we think about that? Do we agree with that?

 

Student:                       Yes.

 

Teacher:                      Yeah?  Because how much is one quarter?

 

Multiple Students:       25.

 

Teacher:                      How much is three quarters? 

 

Students:                     75. 

 

Teacher:                      And if you have all quarters?

 

Multiple Students:       That’s a dollar.

 

Teacher:                      That’s a dollar. Good, good, good.  
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