Daria: Fish Dilemma

Teacher:
I’m going to hand you a word problem.  I’m also going to put it up here as I’m passing it out.  And as I’m passing it out I want you to read it to yourself.  Got it?  That’s your task, now.  My Elmo is on. And since you have notebook paper out, if you get an idea and I’m taking too long to pass out my paper, then you can start jotting things – some ideas that you have – down, on how to solve.  

“Fish dilemma.  There are three boats.  There are four people fishing on each boat.  Each person may catch up to three fish.  There are ten different types of fish in the lake.  What are all the different numbers of fish that could -- that could have been caught?”  

Student:
[Inaudible] multi-step problem.
Teacher:
Okay?  Shh.  It is a multi-step problem.  What does that mean?  Student K?  
Student:
It means you have to do more than one -

Teacher:
Excuse me.  I’m sorry.  We have some students being rude.  And that’s a second time.
Student:
You got to do more than [inaudible] you have to do more than one [inaudible]and you have to do my strategy, more than one.

Teacher:
So you have to do more than one step.  We’ve practiced multi-step problems.  I’m going to give you some – this is your think-time, so there’s absolutely no noise until I say it’s time to share, okay?  I’m going to pass out your exemplar paper.  If you want to get your glue stick out and glue this down you can do that as well.  Remember, it’s your paper.  Who am I to tell you how to construct it, right?  

Student:
Yeah.

Teacher:
It’s your paper.  Your thinking.  Do you have to use model-drawing?  
Student:
No.

Teacher:
No.  It’s just one strategy.  And here are some strategies that I put up that we’ve been doing for the past two weeks, and you also have them in your notebook.  Yes, ma’am?  
Student:
[Inaudible] use our notes right here.
Teacher:
You sure can use your notes, and they’re up there, too.  I’m only going to give you, though, because I love sharing my thinking, I’m only going to give you ten minutes of your own think-time starting now. I’m just going to put your paper in the middle, okay?  So it doesn’t distract you.  Until you’re ready for it. Yes, sir?  

Student:
I’m done.

Teacher:
You’re done?  Nice to meet you, done.  I’m Teacher R.  Here’s your paper, sir, to show you’re thinking in pictures, numbers, and words, right up there, don’t forget our poster.  You have to use pictures, numbers, and words when explaining your thinking.  
Student:
Can we use markers?

Teacher:
Of course you can.  You can use any supplies you need.  
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