 
Curtis: Parallelogram
 

Teacher:
Perhaps. What makes a parallelogram a parallelogram, though, ‘cause this one really has nothing to do with angles. Think first. Tell somebody close by. Then tell it to your partner. You can’t say all equal sides ‘cause [inaudible]. It’s our favorite answer. Good.  Student D, told somebody. What makes a parallelogram a parallelogram?
Student:
They got two equal sides.
Teacher:
Two equal sides. Not enough. This is a four-sided shape so I have to say something about the other two of these. Student S?

Student:
Two sides are parallel and two sides are not parallel.
Teacher:
Look like to me two sides are parallel and looks like the other two sides are parallel. So, she was giving me something else. That’s our next shape. Thanks for keeping these things still and not stacking ‘em.


What I was tryin’ to y’all to understand – okay – what I’m trying to get y’all to understand, if you’re looking – hey, I take three seconds, Student J. Parallelograms have nothing to do – stop.  Turn around.  There’s nothin’ to do with a parallelogram’s angles as I’m gonna show you because both of these are parallelograms.  You have two in front of ya’. The only thing it takes for a parallelogram to be a parallelogram is it has to have two pairs. How many come in a pair?

Student:
Two.

Teacher:
Two in a pair.  You buy one pair of shoes, there’s two shoes in it.  So two pairs of parallel lines.  These two are parallel.  That’s one pair.  And Mr. Student S, these two are parallel.  That’s two pair of parallel lines.  Is that the same for this?

All:
Yes.

Teacher:
These two parallel and these two are parallel.  So now what we have is an overlap. One thing can be another, but the other one can’t be the other thing. Take a look. Aren’t those both parallelograms?

All:
Yeah.

Student:
No.  I mean yes!
Teacher:
That’s what I just said and that’s what you remember and even still if I didn’t say it, test it, do you see two sets of parallel lines?

Student:
Yes.

Teacher:
In regards to what I told you, that’s the law.  Even if I change my mind and just suddenly become crazy in the next couple years, that’s the law.  
Student:
I thought you were saying that this was a –

Teacher:
No. Now that’s the other question I’m gonna ask you.  Is every parallelogram a rectangle though?

Multiple Students:
No.

Teacher:
No. Not at all. So what is – tell somebody the difference between those two right now. Why is it – a rectangle a rectangle and a parallelogram a parallelogram and one can be the other, but the other one not? Tell somebody close by.
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