Christina: Integer Addition


Teacher: So yesterday we were adding integers, and while you’re copying the notes that 
we ran out of time for, who can tell – who can explain how using a number line helps us 
add integers? Okay, so think about it for a second, pause for a second please from 
copying.  I’ll pull this away for just a second.  Who can tell me how a number line can 
help us add integers? Okay, talk with your shoulder partner first.  
[Students talking together]

Teacher: Okay, Student H, will you come up here for today.  [inaudible]
All right, who can share either what they heard or what they said.  Student M?

Student: Um, because it’s easier, because if you’re doing an example, it’s easier if you

like see it.

Teacher:  Okay.  So can someone think of a specific addition problem where you can

explain what you would do on the integer, I mean, number line, to find the answer? 

Student Z?

Student:  Like, if it’s negative 7 plus positive 12, you would go to negative 7, then you

would –

Teacher:  You’d go to – 

Student:  Zero, and then you would go back to negative 7.

Teacher: Negative 7.

Student: And then you would walk 12 times to the right.
Teacher: Very good.  So he said you’d go from zero, picture it, zero, we have our number 
line right up here.  So you’d go from zero to negative 7, and then I love how you said, 
and you’d walk back positive 12 places.  Because earlier today in other classes people 
have said, “And then you would go to 12.” You really wouldn’t go to number 12, would

you? You would go 12 spots toward the positive.  And where would you end up?

Student:  Negative…

Teacher:  He said negative 7 and a positive 12.  Class?

Student:  5.

Teacher:  And it would be positive 5, and you don’t have to say positive, do you? If you

say five, we know you mean positive. 
www.verbalink.com

Page 1 of 1

