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Teacher, Student


Teacher:
What is special about perimeter that area has nothing to do with? Student M?
Student: 
Um, perimeter, you have to add.
Teacher: 
Okay, so one say of finding it is adding.  Be more specific, because I could add to find area also.  Because if I had a shape and I knew that there were three places over, and they were 1, 2, 3, 4, I could go 3 plus 3 plus 3 plus 3 and find the area, right? 
Student:
Mm-hmm.

Teacher:
Okay, so be more specific for me.  When you add --

[0:01:00]

Student:
The outside of the shape.  
Teacher:
Somebody help me, I need more specific.  Outside of the shape could be this.  Be more specific.  Give her a second to think.  
Student: 
Outside of – you add the symmetry lines.
Teacher: 
Symmetry is being cut in half, so that wouldn’t be the right word.  Starts with an “S”.  What are these called? 
Student: 
Connectors?
Teacher:
What are these called?
Student:
Connectors?

Teacher:
Okay, pass it to somebody.  
Student: 
Sides.
Teacher: 

But isn’t it that you’re measuring how long it is?

[0:02:00]

Student: 
Mm-hmm.  
Teacher:
So you’re measuring the length of the sides, right?  So you’re adding the length of the sides.  Very good.  Thank you, I’m glad you guys work together.  Did you tell her “thank you for helping me”? 
Student: 
Thank you.
Student:
You’re welcome.  
Teacher:
And what is special about area? We’re not adding the outsides of the sides, Student C, what are we doing for area? Do you remember our little bit what we talked about? 
Student: 
Yes.
Teacher:
What? And that’s okay.  That’s exactly why we’re redoing all of this, because a lot of us have forgotten the important parts about it.  Let’s see what Student R remembers.
Student: 
You multiply the, um…
Teacher:
Okay, so there’s a formula.  Just say it like that, because we’re going to talk more about it later.  So there's a formula.  Hey, what do they have in common? What do they have in common?

[0:03:00]
Student: 
They both have formulas.
Teacher:
I guess you could find a formula for perimeter, but we never really talked about a formula for perimeter.  Student J, what do they have in common?

Student:
They both use a shape.

Teacher: 
They’re both measuring shape, right? They’re measuring a part of a shape, good.
[End of Audio]
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