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Diagram of the Sun’s Rays:  
 
The sun is depicted almost off-screen as a yellow glow. The Earth is depicted with an 
even layer of atmosphere surrounding it. The sun’s rays are depicted as horizontal 
arrows pointing to the Earth. Because of the curve of the earth’s surface, the sun rays 
that reach the equator travel a relatively short distance and through relatively less 
atmosphere (shown as shorter lines), while those reaching areas farther from the 
equator travel a greater distance through more atmosphere (shown as longer lines). 
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